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tion frequently are concomitants of physical and nervous
disorders. Then, too, attention varies so largely with the
interest that is felt in various subjects that it is difficult to
interpret lack of it seen in the laboratory as a real defect.

Distractibility may be studied by tests designed for the
purpose, or judgment may be based upon general ob-
servations. In either case it can only be stated that in-
attention was noted at such and such times and for such
and such work. Teachers often render the verdict that
a child is progressing unsatisfactorily, not because of
general dullness, but because of inability to "pay atten-
tion." There are two cautions necessary in such inter-
pretations; on the one hand, the inattention may not
be as evident on the playground or elsewhere as in the
schoolroom, that is, the difficulty may not be with atten-
tion, but with interest. In the second place, sometimes
the verdict is altogether false, and the child is inattentive
because he is an out-and-out mental defective. We have
known more than one instance of such erroneous judgment.
Here the lack of attention is only the natural consequence
of inability to participate in the schoolroom activities,
and is not in any sense evidence of a specialized defect.
Hence the greatest care is necessary in reaching a diagnosis
regarding defect in powers of attention and persistence.1

Nor have individual differences which may exist in
artistic endeavors been touched upon. From everyday
experience one can hardly doubt that there are extreme
variations in these fields; whether we are dealing with

1 Studies dealing with the problem of attention are too numerous to
mention in detail. However, the reader might here be referred to a
discussion of the entire question by Alfred Mann. ("Zur Psychologie
und Psychographie der Aufmerksamkeit." Zeitschrift fur Angewandte
Psychologie, Vol. 8, 1914.) This author presents a detailed analysis
of the factors that enter into attention and offers an elaborate psycho-
gram for use in the study of any individual's powers of attention. While
he refers to adults, the plan is possible for the study of attention in chil-
dren of school age.